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A man went to a barbershop to have his hair cut. As the barber began to work, they talked 

about various subjects.  Eventually they touched on the subject of God. 

“I don't believe God exists,” the barber said.  “Why do you say that?” asked the customer. 

“Tell me, if God exists, would there be so many sick people? Would there be suffering or 

pain?  Would there be abandoned children?  I can't imagine a loving God who would allow it.”  

But the customer didn't respond because he didn't want to start an argument.   

After he left, the customer saw a man with an untrimmed beard and long, stringy, dirty 

hair. He turned, re-entered, the barbershop and said to the barber:  

“You know what? Barbers don’t exist.”     

“How can you say that?” the barber said. “I’m a barber, and I just cut your hair!” 

“No!” The customer exclaimed. “Barbers don't exist because if they did, there would be 

no people with untrimmed beards and dirty, long hair, like that man outside.” 

“Ah, but barbers DO exist! That's what happens when people don’t come to me.”   

“Exactly!' said the customer. “That's my point!  God DOES exist! Our problems result when 

we don’t accept God or look to Him for help.”  

Sadly, the existence of God contradicts what our culture sells.  Despite all its claims, what 

our culture sells can’t bring us true happiness.  That can only be achieved by knowing, loving and 

serving God. And the best place to begin that relationship is in Scripture. 

But God’s presence there can only be found if we do four things: 1) hear the words; 2) listen 

to the words; 3) feel the words, then 4) act on the words.  Did you feel our scripture readings today? 

In our reading from Isaiah, the prophet proclaims that God has forgiven the Israelites’ sins 

and will now lead them back to the Promised Land.  

What a message of HOPE after so many years of exile in Babylon. You can FEEL God’s 

compassion as you listen to His words: “speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her 

service is at an end.” 

You can FEEL God’s joy when He says: “Cry out at the top of your voice: Here comes with 

power the Lord God…Like a shepherd He feeds his flock; in his arms He gathers the lambs, 

carrying them in His bosom, and leading the ewes with care.” 



Isaiah proclaims that God will keep his promise to be their God, to love them, to deliver 

them and to never abandon them, IN SPITE OF THEM. They…and we…need only to prepare 

ourselves to receive and accept Him by living as He calls us to live…by living a holy life. 

And while Isaiah is looking FORWARD in History, our reading from St. Peter is about Jesus 

being the fulfillment of God’s promise in the PRESENT.  

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the early Christians believed that Jesus would return 

immediately, but as time passed, they began to question His promise to return.   

St. Peter implores them not to lose heart. He tells them that God’s time is different from our 

time. Any delay the second coming of Jesus is only because: QUOTE He is patient with you, not 

wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. END QUOTE. 

The message in our gospel from Mark reinforces Isaiah’s message of HOPE. Mark assures 

us that Jesus was indeed the Messiah and that regardless of WHEN, Jesus will return… that Jesus 

WAS, in fact, the one mightier than John of whom John [and we] are not worthy to stoop and 

loosen the thongs of his sandals…that while John’s baptism cleansed one from sin, accepting 

Jesus as our Lord and Savior purifies us for God’s Holy presence.  In this Gospel passage, you can 

FEEL the certainty of Mark that Jesus IS the messiah, the answer to all of our questions and the 

HOPE for all mankind. 

So please: hear, listen to, feel and act on what Scripture calls us to reflect on today, namely: 

1. God made us in His image and likeness, giving us a free will; 
2. God gave us a special place of honor in paradise; 
3. We lost that special place, earning death by placing ourselves above God; 
4. Still, God promised to be our God and send a messiah to save us; 
5. And we promised to be His people and obedient to His will; 
6. God kept His promise;  We did not; 
7. God sent messenger after messenger, then His Only Son to save His lost sheep; 
8. That Son died on a cross; rose from the dead to reopen heaven to us; and will return; 
9. We can prepare for His arrival or not;  All it takes is: 
10.  To discover Him; to know Him; to follow him, and then to share him; 

 

OH YES, there is a God. His Son entered into our history; became human, while divine; 

delivered us through His death and resurrection and is now enthroned in heaven. He is revealed in 

history, humanity, divinity, delivery and majesty…and He will soon come again in GLORY to judge the 

living and the dead.  So let us prepare for that coming.  Let us examine our conscience and partake 

in the sacrament of reconciliation.  Then, Let the king of glory come! 

 


